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Q Dorset

Council
PLACE AND RESOURCES OVERVIEW COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 23 JANUARY 2024

Present: Cllrs Carole Jones (Chairman), Les Fry (Vice-Chairman), Tony Alford,
Toni Coombs, Sherry Jespersen, Val Pothecary and Andrew Starr

Present remotely: Clirs Ryan Hope

Also present: Cllr Simon Gibson and ClIr Andrew Parry

Also present remotely: Clir Cherry Brooks and ClIr Ray Bryan

Officers present (for all or part of the meeting):

Jan Britton (Executive Lead for the Place Directorate), Jonathan Mair (Director of Legal
and Democratic and Monitoring Officer), Carly Galloway (Service Manager Business

Operations), Lindsey Watson (Senior Democratic Services Officer) and John Miles
(Democratic Services Officer)

36. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 October 2023 were confirmed as a correct
record and signed by the Chairman.

37. Declarations of interest

There were no declarations of interest.
38. Chairman's Update

There were no updates from the Chairman on this occasion.
39. Public Participation

There were no questions or statements from members of the public or local
organisations.

40. Questions from Councillors
There were no questions from councillors.
41. Community Asset Transfer Policy Review

The committee received and considered a report of the Service Manager Business
Operations with regard to a review of the Dorset Council Community Asset



Transfer Policy. The policy sought to recognise and maximise the benefit of
devolution of assets to local communities, particularly to town and parish councils
and provide clear guidance and support for applicants.

Councillors considered the issues arising from the report and during discussion,
points were raised in the following areas:

e The need for an appropriate councillor to have oversight and input on the
decisions to transfer assets to the community

e A request was made for an additional step in the process to invite ward
councillors to comment on applications (once an expression of interest had
been confirmed) rather than just being informed

e The Monitoring Officer noted the importance of the proposed consultation
role for ward councillors and confirmed that formal decision making was the
responsibility of the relevant portfolio holder or officer with delegated
powers

e Recognition that some wards had more than one ward councillor which
would need to be taken account of within the process

e A discussion around the condition of an asset upon transfer and
responsibility for undertaking a structural survey, which had to be the
responsibility of the applicant organisation, with the council ensuring the
organisation sought appropriate advice

e The committee opposed the proposal that the council in transferring an
asset should retain the right to use the asset at no cost and asked that this
should be reviewed

e Resources available for the process

¢ An officer discussion would take place on the timing for the implementation
of the policy in case of any concerns about an implementation during the
sensitive pre-election period

e A discussion was held around the risks and liabilities of the asset transfer
process

e Councillors did not agree that a charge should be made to applicants for the
expression of interest stage.

The Chairman summed up the recommendations of the committee as set out
below.

Recommendation to Cabinet
That the revised policy and processes for assessing and determining Community
Asset Transfer applications be agreed subject to the following recommendations

from the Place and Resources Overview Committee:

a) That the requirement for an organisation to provide free access to the asset
to Dorset Council following transfer, be removed

b) That relevant ward councillors are consulted on an asset transfer
application, after an expression of interest is confirmed as valid



c) That a mechanism for the appropriate councillor involvement in the
community asset transfer policy decision-making process be explored

d) That Dorset Council provides relevant information held in respect of an
asset, to an organisation as part of the asset transfer process.

42. Place and Resources Overview Committee Work Programme
Councillors noted the committee’s work programme and it was noted that a review
of policies was to be undertaken and prioritised for review by the committee. The
position with highways related policies would be clarified.

43. Urgent items
There were no urgent items.

44. Exempt Business

There was no exempt business.

Duration of meeting: 10.00 - 10.53 am

Chairman



